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I have a Story about that!

Social Stories that Enhance Language & Self- Determination

REBE MATTHEWS ANNA MACNEIL & JOEY ENOS
M.S. CC LP PARENTS
THE BRIDGE SCHOOL
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What is a Social Story?

“The goal of a social story is to share accurate information

using a process, forma and content that is

descriptive, meaningful, and physi 0 y and
emotionally safe for the Audience. Every social story has
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What is a Social Stor

- The Topi
Objective information describing the situation, concept or skill.
s to think about the topic
Information about processing the topic, including personal connections,
problem solving and the sequence of the event.
« Connections and implications
Describes the relationship between past, present and future experiences and

learning
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How does it relate to Receptive Language?

g the story builds a predictable routine and
repetition around an event, situation or feeling
« Over time Social Stor pports their understanding of
nts that happened in the past and ones that may
in the future.
focused language 0 incr nguage

comprehension
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How does it relate to Expressive Language?

vay to share with peers and
partners ® Soapbox Building

Q
- Language that supports their feelings .
09)
the child to (
communicate with unfamiliar ﬁ
partners, while also giving the partner
nguage to communicate with the
hild
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- Many environments are n't control all
environments or situations to provide
accommodations

- Explicit description and teaching of the tools,

nd sounds may be helpful to increase
anding

sions of feelis
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Loves books, his dog Lucca, his family and school

o Enjoys learning language and how to use it on his SGD
In Fall 2021 he received his own SGD
Active boy who loves his walker and learning how to
propel him in in his chair
May become anxious about events that are out of his daily

routine
New environments and changes are difficult and cause
frustration
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CVI Profile and considerations

sment Score (Roman-Lantzy
beginning Phase 2

Looks at 2D pictures and icons when they are taught or
familiar

Backlighting is beneficial

Benefits from black backgrounds and reduced clutter
Middle to Left side visual field preference
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Franklin’s

SOAPBOX DERBY

with his with
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Hoy Anna and Joey | am working on
hinking about his books and pages that can correlate. The

oo Pout O swosh 1 dent row)
H lovsth e cogs, e ke readng e creds,and ay
sgnsn e coroen

e h fincs o, 50 il G 0t et one

He o oves Donca uck an e clsscDiney
cnorocrs, bt gh now 1o ot bugs 52 e
corrs, whrs o o hngs e ot woule s reatt
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ocial Story

The Doctor

The book cover
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Social Story

[e]

When I'm at the doctor I sit on P
e Everything will be okay.

2]

i page

s about the topic 1
Steps about the topic erything will be ol
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and Reading
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Outcomes

Joey said he was a bit freaked out , but said * thank you" ,
“everything will be ok and * Dr. Smith". After the shot! We
need more of those books! So awesome
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Outcomes:
New topics

happy Dr Smith Dr Smith sick Dr Smith

- Chose the topic to write 4
about ﬁ <
the D = Dr Smith. I feel unsure,

- Using his SGD interfaced
with the computer

January
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Outcomes:
Feelings

Dr. Smith nurse

Continued frequent topic Dr. Smith nurse everything will
be okay thank you strong
everything will be okay thank
. you strong doctors make me

Added more feeling w feel better everything will be
- Changed tone and attitude okay Thank you Dr. Smith

about Doctor’ everything will be okay thank
you happy thank you

Used different posi
words

appointmen

- March 14 2022

Slide 18

Example:
Soap Box Derb

Participated in
nversations with peers
and adult parts about
the upcoming race.
Showed understanding of
upcoming events
and langua

Iriting about feelings
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Example:
The Dentist

AC and CVI

Positive experience at the
appointment

Communication with
unfamiliar partners

Outcomes

Changes
- Used his SGD in diffe
appointments
Communicated directly with
and therapists
Expressed his feelings
ume competence
expression and
communication

- time to explore and process
the tools and materials

Collaboration
continued

Cartoons with Dad

Soapbox Derby

My Personal needs (Personal Care)
I'm Excited

The Dentist

I'mMad

I'm Happy

Baschall (Miracle League)

‘What I need to help me see (accommodations)
T'm going to a new clas

When I go to anew place

T T
Dr. Jessica tecth my teeth are clean. I'm

e
going to the Dentist. Dentist chair brush

brush brush. Denist Chair go Doctor
Jessica thank you, Teeth

Me, Sammy

Also, Sammy used his talker in his ccs meeting. He charmed
everyone and was super calm and collected through an
exam that s usually pretty stressful

He told them that he was brave, he was scared, and asked
if he wos getting a shot, which they assured him he wasn't

Then, he discovered that he could make someone laugh
when he would say, what's up doc? Then when we were all
done, he said to them, "that's all folks." The doctors and ccs
loved it and they were engaged with Sammy as much as

me, it was @ beautiful moment.

T.am going to race with my
daddy!
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oman-Lantzy):

that are familiar with
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Social Story
Horseback Riding

Tactile object book to read
before and after the ac
An activity she does
weekly

rovides structure for
partners to prepare Penny
for Horseback riding
Penny has a way to share
her weekly experience with
her friend
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Social stories + Build routines around events
have allowed us . Provide Repetitio
to collaborate and

Provide supports when environments

not be adapted
Engage socially with new partners

ystematically describe tools, materials and
sounds

- Understand what the child knows about the
upcoming event

Learn about the child’s feelings through self
expression
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Question

Further questions
email Rebecca Matthews
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